Pyogenic infections of the adult spine.
A retrospective analysis of 61 patients forms the basis for this paper's comment on three major types of pyogenic spinal disease. The first group consists of 22 patients with vertebral osteomyelitis and intervertebral discitis. The second group comprises 22 patients in whom the diagnosis of pyogenic spinal disease was made only after failure of discectomy. In retrospect they were shown to have atypical degenerative disc disease and were similar to the first group. The third group of 17 patients, while demonstrating some similarities to the second group, represents true postdiscectomy wound infection. An understanding of the clinical presentation and pathophysiology of pyogenic disease of the spine allows it to be distinguished preoperatively from degenerative disc disease which superficially it resembles. Further, true postdiscectomy wound infection can be distinguished from pyogenic spinal disease misdiagnosed preoperatively. The differences in the results of treatment of these three groups warrant such distinctions.